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WEEKLY NEWS 


Former Ontario PC Leader Patrick 
Brown is resurrecting his political career 
with a run for Peel Regional Chair. 

“Tm a fighter,” said Brown in an inter- 
view with Peel Weekly News. He’s had 
to be one to make his way back from the 
rocky end to his leadership of the On- 
tario PC Party. 

Brown, who recently turned 40, 
moved to Lorne Park with his fiancé to 
make a fresh start. He’d been forced to 
quit as the leader six months before the 


provincial election amidst allegations of 
sexual misconduct. 

He’s suing CTV over the story that led 
to his resignation as leader last January, 
and his expulsion from the PC Party. 

Brown says he made his decision to re- 
enter politics after a chat with former 
long time Premier Bill Davis. 

“His general advice to me was, ‘when 
you get knocked down, you get back up’. 
I'ma fighter. I want to fight for the peo- 
ple of Peel. I’ve been fighting for issues 
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on behalf of Peel for a number of years. 
I remember fighting for the families of 
the children with autism on the lawn at 
Queen’s Park. I remember the over- 
crowding at the Peel Hospital and taking 
up the issue at Queen’s Park.” 

For weeks, he’d been urged to run by 
local members of the community. 
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PEEL PEEL 
wey Your help is needed to keep our HRB 


NEWS media voice alive here in Peel. JAS 


“Peel needs another Media Voice” 


Many of you have asked over the past year how you can 
help build another unique voice in Peel Region. We have 
set up a method for those of you that wish to donate 
and help support local media. 


Just click our link below to donate 
~ig 
Y gofundme Y 


Some of you have asked how much a news service is worth? 
Discussions over the past year have shown us that 
$2 per month is a reasonable subscription model. 
Funds will be used for our unique delivery system 
which brings you pop-out stories, linkable ads, video 
and audio, as well as continuing to bring you the 
very best in local content. 


For more information, please contact 
publisher@peeldailynews.com 
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Ex Tory MP eyes municipal run in Mississauga Ward 6 


Former Conservative MP 
Brad Butt is “absolutely con- 
sidering” a run for a munici- 
pal seat in Mississauga’s 
Ward 6. 

“At this stage, all things 
being equal and (consider- 
ing) Councillor Starr is con- 
tinuing to run for regional 
chairman then I expect it'll 
be 90-10 I’m in for Ward 6.” 
said Butt, referring to Ron 
Starr recent announcement 
that he’s running for Re- 
gional Chair this fall, leaving 
a vacancy in Ward 6. 

Butt, 51, was elected MP 
for Mississauga-Streetsville 
in 2011 and was defeated in 
the 2015 election. He is the 
Director of Government Af- 
fairs for the Mississauga 
Board of Trade. 

His decision to run de- 
pends on who does what in 
the next few weeks, as 
would-be candidates jockey 
for position ahead of the Oct. 
22 vote. 


"T have not made a final de- 
cision. There’s a couple more 
people I’ve been trying to 
arrange to see or talk to or 
find out what they are doing. 
As we know, we heard some 
names of people looking at 
running for regional chair- 
man and if they wind up 
jumping in the race that 
could change a few things,” 
Butt said. 

Patrick Brown has now 
confirmed that he will be 
running for the newly- 
elected position of Regional 
Chair. It is unclear as to 
whether or not that will 
change the dynamics of the 
Ward 6 race, where Ron 
Starr is councillor. 

Brown has moved to Mis- 
sissauga___ since __ leaving 
provincial politics. 

Before entering federal 
politics, Butt was president & 
CEO of the Greater Toronto 
Apartment Association. He 
says his experience at the 


federal level and in housing 
could help in navigating that 
file at the municipal level. 

“Housing is a concern of 
mine. I come from a housing 
background. I don’t have a 
magic bullet for affordable 
housing but we have to do a 
better job. The municipali- 
ties have to do a better job of 
working with builders and 
developers to lower the cost 
of new housing. That’s an are 
I think I can play a role.” 

He says there’s plenty of 
other challenges at the mu- 
nicipal level, not the least of 
which is the “pros and cons 
of urbanization” in Missis- 
sauga. 

“The cons are infrastruc- 
ture and_ gridlock and all 
those challenges when youre 
a big busy city. The city and 
the Region of Peel, because 
you serve on both councils, 
these are issues you continue 
to struggle with. How do we 
insure the appropriate 


amount of growth we need to 
support public transit and 
other services and still make 
sure we maintain a quality of 
life for people so they’re not 
spending 2 hours in their car 
to get to and from work.” 

Butt’s federal experience 
was not without some minor 
controversy. 

He upset some in 2012 
after reportedly making a 
‘finger gun' gesture toward 
Liberal Leader Bob Rae, pre- 
tending to shoot him in the 
House of Commons. 

“Tt was never really my in- 
tention to get back into fed- 
eral politics. I figured I did 
my time. I was honoured to 
serve as an MP, loved being a 
member of parliament and 
the community I still live in, 
have been very active in, but 
I never saw a return to the 
house of commons in my fu- 
ture.” 

He already has his papers 
but hasn’t registered. 


Candidates have until July 
27 at 2 p.m. to register. Butt 


says he'll make a decision 
ahead of that deadline. 


Submitted Photo 


Crombie rips developer over “last minute bribe” in project pitch 


by Marco Patrone 


In a planning committee 
rant, Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie accused a local devel- 
oper of trying to bribe 
community members in ex- 
change for pressuring 
council to approve a build- 
ing proposal. 

“This kind of late night, 
right before a planning 
committee meeting, slipped 
something in, trying to 
bribe the community to 
pressure council to pass a 
development that we know 
does not meet the needs of 
the community,” she said, 
tapping the desktop with 
her fingernail for emphasis. 

“This is not how you do 
things. This is not how we 
work here in Mississauga,“ 
she added. 

The developer, College- 
way Mississauga Holdings, 
wants to build a 364 unit 
residential building com- 
plex featuring “stacked 
townhouses” with access to 
commercial space at 3355 
The Collegeway at the cor- 


ner of Ridgeway Dr. 

The application has been 
subject to revisions over the 
last two years and staff rec- 
ommended approval, but 
Crombie says she won’t 
support it. 

“Have you taken a look at 
what your proposal?” she 
asked company lawyer 
Adam Brown. “These are 
like army barracks, stacked 
townhomes which none of 
us like.” 

There were two commu- 
nity meetings to discuss the 
project last year. Some 
local residents said the 
project was wrong for the 
area, would lead too much 
overcrowding and add to 
traffic congestion adding 
400 cars to the neighbor- 
hood. 

“Tf yow’re putting families 
in there, you try to take 
your stroller up how many 
floors, and where are you 
gonna store it?” 

Brown said his client 
reached out to the commu- 
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nity, “to see what the com- 
munity was interested in, in 
terms of local benefits. I 
know you normally deal 
with that after the fact but 
my client wanted to get a 
bit a head of it and say ‘lis- 
ten, in terms of hopefully 
getting a resolution today, 
what are you looking for?” 
The builder came up with 
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Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie speaks at a conference earlier this year. (PWN File Photo) 


a last minute promise to 
add immediate space for a 
youth summer program. 
Brown added “if this can be 
approved today, one of the 
agreements my client made 
if it’s done today, was a 
contribution of space in the 
new development for a 
community facility, 3000 
sq. feet.” 


9878 Dixie'Road, Brattipton q 


Crombie says the last 
minute sweetener sounded 
“a little underhanded. It 
doesn’t sit well with me.” 

Ward 8 Councillor Matt 
Mahoney said he’d received 
an email last night and 
“about five phone calls 
from the developer wanting 
to talk to me. To me it 
seems like a last minute 


pitch to come here and say 
‘we're going to offer 3000 
sq feet when our planning 
staff haven’t been told 
about it. Apparently you’re 
negotiating without com- 
municating.” 

Brown said client was try- 
ing to be proactive but 
“wasn’t able to get in touch, 
in time to have it discussed 
thoroughly. They tried to 
resolve it with the commu- 
nity and took what they 
thought would be a positive 
approach to reach out to 
community reps.” 

Mahoney was_ having 
none of it. “Our neighbor- 
hood, our community 
needs to be consulted on all 
these projects. Everybody 
knows, when you evicted 
the tenants of that plaza 
prematurely before anyone 
was approved. It’s just an- 
other example of 11th hour, 
trying to negotiate. I don’t 
appreciate that,” he said. 
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PWN Was There - Canada Day 
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Chinguacousy Park, Garden Square and many other locations were rocking long into the night as Canada Day celebrations took over Brampton, with local politicians 


2018 


visiting local events and headline performers Tom Cochrane and Red Rider taking over the park until fireworks lit up the sky. (submitted Photos) 


Brown confirms run for Peel Regional Chair 


Continued from Pg 1 


“T think because so many 
leaders in Peel have encour- 
aged me to run speaks to the 
fact that ‘we don’t want the 
same old same old’ folks who 
have been running the show 
for decades here in Peel”. 
Where has it left us? We 
don’t have enough jobs. 
We've got a public safety cri- 
sis. We have a traffic crisis 
where frankly you try to go to 
work some days and it’s like 
a parking lot. The same old, 
same old doesn’t work. We 
could use fresh blood and 
new approach here in Peel. 
That’s why there’s been so 
much encouragement for my 
candidacy.” 

His priorities for Peel in- 
clude boosting employment. 

“Too many people in Peel 
need to leave to get a job. 


The vast majority of people 
who live in Peel have to work 
outside Peel. I want to hit 
that head on, to fight to re- 
cruit good paying jobs in 
Peel,” he aad. 

Brown also wants to target 
traffic congestion. “The grid- 
lock is suffocating. It dimin- 
ishes our quality of life. 
We've had spectacular popu- 
lation growth in Peel but in- 
frastructure hasn’t kept up.” 

He’s also concerned about 
rising violence and the need 
to give police “the tools they 
need” to protect public 
safety. 

Brown has deep roots in 
the community. Before he 
was an MP, he practiced law 
in Brampton. 

“My dad just finished u 
his term as Peel Crimina 
Lawyers Association Presi- 
dent and practiced law from 


before the courthouse was 
even built.” 

His fiancé, Genevieve 
Gualtieri (niece of Rudy 
Cuzzetto, PC MPP for Missis- 
St aay was born 
and raised in Lorne Park 
where the couple now lives. 

“There are big issues in 
Peel. It’s the first time we’ve 
had an elected chair, and a 
lot of my friends said, 
‘Patrick you should go for 
this, you're up for this task. 
The support across the board 
has been overwhelming,” he 
said. 

Up to now, Mississauga 
Councillor Ron Starr was the 
highest-profile candidate for 
the newly elected chair’s po- 
sition. 

Others have been ru- 
moured to be interested, in- 
cluding Councillor Nando 
Iannicca and ex-Ontario Fi- 


nance Minister Charles 
Sousa. 

Despite the acrimonious 
end to his time as PC Par 
leader, Brown says he’s 
uniquely positioned to work 
with all levels of government 
and politicians of all stripes, 
including Premier Doug 
Ford. 

“Tve always been a ‘Bill 
Davis conservative’, which 
means there’s no monopoly 


4 


on a good idea. You have to 
be collegial and collabora- 
tive. Sometimes there are 
these partisan wars where 
everything Conservatives do 
is good and what Liberals do 
is bad and people point fin- 

ers. I’ve never believed in 
that nonsense.” 

Voters in Peel Region will 
get their first opportunity to 
elect the Chair on Oct. 22. 
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Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


It gives your humble scribe 
no joy in saying ‘I told you so,’ 
(ok, maybe a little) but given 
the backlash over the 
‘Trudeau’s disastrous summit’ 
column, I think it’s warranted 
in this case. 

Liberals are counting on 
anti-Trumpism _ to oost 
Trudeau’s hopes in next year’s 
election. Any — suggestion 
Canada is the real loser in its 
trade tiff with Trump and that 
Trudeau made matters worse 
with his G-7 comments aren’t 
sitting well with his party but 
on this page, we’re interested 
in truth, not spin. 

For weeks now, even before 
the ill-fated G-7 summit, I’ve 
laid out Trudeau’s campaign 
plans for next year. 

It was argued on the pages of 
this very publication that 
Trudeau would pin his re-elec- 
tion hopes on anti-Trumpism, 
that this ‘global citizen’ would 
cynically wrap himself in the 
Maple Leaf and shake his fist at 
the Donald (from a safe dis- 
tance of course) and tell Cana- 
dians he’s the guy who will 
stand up for our country. 

Who would’ve thought this 
self-proclaimed feminist (and 
suspected groper) would rely 


on good old-fashioned chivalry 
to make his next case to voters? 

It helps when you've got an 
army of liberal media flunkies, 
including an entire publicly 
funded broadcaster to do their 
part by whipping up righteous 
indignation against Trump. 

They'll help make Trudeau’s 
‘standing up for Canadian 
workers a: bees Trump’ the 
Liberal rallying cry going into 
the next election campaign. 

In so doing, they'll keep the 
focus off his colossal failure on 
the trade front, his pipeline de- 
bacle, his carbon tax attack on 
the middle class, his deficit 
laden budgets, the refugee- 
border crisis, and of course his 
sartorial follies in India. 

I argued the Trudeau cam- 
paign will try and frame Con- 
servative leader Andrew 
Scheer as weak and inexperi- 
enced; someone who can’t be 
trusted to stand up for Canada 
ee tough-guy (and suspected 

oper) Justin Trudeau. 

en, as if to make my case 
for me, ‘there was this tweet by 
Trudeau's senior political advi- 
sor, Gerald Butts. 

Yes, I know a single tweet 
doesn’t make a campaign, but 
look how Butts takes pains to 
say a “remember this next 
year” hashta: called 
NAFTA#teamTrudeau. 

They’re going to try turning 
Trudeau’s failure on the trade 


Tweet confirms team Trudeau’s ’19 election rallying cry 


front and failure on the econ- Trump to back down. in his speech in Fargo, ‘we fought World War 1 and 
omy into a defence of Canadian For all his bravado, Trudeau. wouldn’t count on any ia World War 2 together but 
workers. Dealt with lemons _ is pushing backchannel diplo- anytime soon. they’re taking advantage of us. 
courtesy of unpopular high matic efforts aimed at getting “Canada charges us a tariff We can’t let that peter We 
taxes and mounting debt poli- _ the U.S talking again. Hissour on dairy products of 275 per love Canada but t 
cies, they're making lemon relations withthe Americansis cent. That’s like saying we — global freeloading and taking 
juice and selling it to voters. the reason he’s ticked off by don’t want your dairy prod- advantage of the United States 
Ifin spite of themselves, they Stephen Harper showing him _ ucts. It’s no good. That’s like is over,” Trump said to huge 
manage to ease trade tensions up with a trip to Washington saying we don’t want (dairy) cheers. 
and cut a deal with the Trump DC for talks with national Se- from North Dakota, Wiscon- Well, at least our auto man- 
administration in the months _ curity Adviser John Bolton. sin, NY state. AndI hear they ufacturing sector has so far 
ahead, they'll declare victory Judging by the way Trump raised it to 300 percent. How managed to dodge a tariff bul- 
and tell Canadians they forced ripped Canada’s trade policies __ horrible is that. Justin gets up __let that the EU is being threat- 


r) Gerald Butts I+] @ 
\ 


@gmbutts 


Remember this next year. #NAFTA 
#TeamTrudeau 


Joe Oliver @ @jocoliver1 


Canada is vulnerable to @NAFTA failure @JustinTrudeau made more likely. He Canadian politics. 
weakened economy with imprudent fiscal policies prior to ec downturn, provoked a 
notoriously sensitive President & didn’t aim for comprehensive free trade. 


@Torontosun2 #joeoliver torontosun.com/opinion/column.... 
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Mortgage Time Again? 


Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 - May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


cession, all the tou guy pos- 
Vv turing in the world won't save 
Trudeau. | 
If the Conservatives were still in power, the 


government of Canada would have folded 
like a cheap tent to Trump by now. 


ened with. If our auto sector 
gets hit and we sink into a re- 


If he can pull that off after 
the terrible job he’s done, he'll 
go down as the PT Barnum o: 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor@peeldailynews.com 


May Monteiro 
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Blowing the whistle on Peel’s runaway police budgets 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


It’s time to blow the 
whistle on Peel Police 
budgets, which are rising 
faster than taxpayers can 
afford. 

We need good policing, 
especially given rising lev- 
els of violence. Officers 
need the tools to do the 
job, but if the provincial 
election taught us any- 
thing, it is that taxpayers 
have reached their limit in 
terms of how much more 
they’re prepared to pay. 

Last year councillors 
voted unanimously to back 
a $401.5-million Peel Re- 
gional Police budget. It 
was 4.3 per cent higher 
than the previous year, a 
whopping $16.7m increase 
over 2017. 

Peel police want the re- 
sources, which is fine, but 
the growing frustration of 
taxpayers doesn’t appear 
to be on their radar screen. 

Our elected officials at 
council appear to have lit- 
tle appetite for pushing 
back. 


It’s election time, so we'll 
soon get a chance to chal- 
lenge councillors to deal 
with public service 
salaries, which are increas- 
ingly out of whack with 
those of the private sector. 

That is certainly true 
when it comes to police of- 
ficers. They have a tough 


job and deserve to be well 
compensated but there are 
limits. 

Taxpayer-friendly chal- 
lengers to sitting council- 
lors need to step up to the 
plate now and they deserve 
to be heard by voters. 

If Police Chief Jennifer 
Evans was directly ac- 


countable to voters, per- 
haps she’d be making bet- 


ter choices on the 
taxpayer’s behalf. 
Given she makes 


$300,000 a year after get- 
ting a hefty raise of 6.6 per 
cent (20k), she can afford 
it, but many others can’t. 
This police chief may be 


dedicated to public safety, 
but she needs to be more 
sensitive to the people pay- 
ing those salaries. 

Evans was asked to keep 
the increase down to an al- 
ready high 3.2 per cent. 
She probably knew all too 
well council members 
would do nothing if she 
blew passed that 3.2 per 
cent number and she did. 

Her attitude seems to be, 
“here’s what I want, find 


the money”. 
Apart from some minor 
complaining, councillors 


folded like a cheap suitcase 
rather than demanding 
Evans sharpen her pencil 
and find some savings. 

“These external agencies 
exceed targets every year 
without consequence,” said 
Mississauga Councillor Pat 
Saito, before falling in line 
with the rest of her col- 
leagues. 

Why should those exter- 
nal agencies meet targets 
when councillors won't 
push back against them 
when targets are not met? 

At least Saito made an ef- 
fort. Others allowing this 
without so much as raising 
a word of protest should 


give their head a shake. 

Their big-spending lib- 
eral buddies were obliter- 
ated in the last election for 
the same kind of attitude 
about taxpayers. 

This group of councillors 
might want to learn from 
that experience. 

Evans’ justification for 
hiring 37 more uniformed 
police was the 2.5 per cent 
increase in the number of 
calls to police. 

That may have been jus- 
tifiable, but she’s also 
added 27 civilians. That’s a 
lot of extra people making 
a lot of money adding a big 
burden on the already 
overtaxed people of this re- 
gion. 

Police are doing a good 
job, generally speaking. 
I’m saying they’re getting 
too costly and they don’t 
seem to care much about 
that. 

It may be up to voters to 
force the issue in the com- 
ing municipal election and 
support candidates who do 
give a damn and don't 
mind putting external 
agency noses out of joint to 
protect our bottom line. 
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WHAT IS A POP UP WEDDING? 


POP UP WEDDINGS 


Well, there are 2 kinds that we offer! 


OPTION 1 - 
Your location of choice, 
such as a backyard, hall, golf course 
or park, up to 3hrs of photography, 
from $3500 


# of guests and other options available 


as well depending on our location, 
such as live music, champagne toast, 
passed bites & more. 


YOU WILL LEAVE LEGALLY MARRIED 
TO THE LOVE OF YOUR LIFE... 


ee 

fe 

BOTH INCLUDE: a <. 
— 


¢ Meaningful legal ceremony A 


* Beautiful backdrop set up INTIMATE, ELEGANT AND,STRESS FREE 
¢ Pro Photographer & files ; 
www.coachhouseweddings.com 


¢ Fresh flowers for both of you 
905-999-0555 


OPTION 2 - 


Choose one of our ihr POP UP dates, 
(SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS) 


from $1995 


¢ Cupcakes/wedding cake 
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Investigators looking for 
witnesses in fatal collision 


Peel Police are asking 
for eyewitnesses after a 
fatal collision that hap- 
pened early Friday morn- 
ing in Brampton. 

Investigators re- 
sponded to the McLaugh- 
lin Road and_ Steeles 
Avenue area after a 
Mazda 5 sedan, driven by 
60 year-old Eddie Chavez 
Alquinto, of Brampton, 
was struck by a white 
Mercedes Benz vehicle as 
they headed eastbound 
on Steeles. 

Alquinto was killed in- 
stantly in the crash, while 
his wife, who was a pas- 
senger in the vehicle, sus- 
tained serious injuries 
and was airlifted to a 
Toronto trauma centre. 

The driver of the white 
Mercedes, 30 year-old 
Martin Hines, of Or- 
angeville, exited his vehi- 
cle and fled the scene of 
the crime. 

Hines was later in- 
volved in two other colli- 
sions in the Toronto area, 
one of which caused life- 
threatening injuries to a 


20 year-old male. He was 
eventually arrested by 
Toronto Police Services 
and is being held for a 
bail hearing. 

Hines is facing multiple 
charges relating to the 
Brampton crash, includ- 
ing failure-to-remain and 
dangerous driving caus- 
ing death, along with 
theft and robbery 
charges. 

Investigators are ap- 
pealing to any witness 
who may have observed 
the accused’s_ driving 
prior to the collision or 
have dashboard video 
footage leading up to the 
incident. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion regarding this inci- 
dent is asked to contact 
investigators with the 
Major Collision Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 3710. 

Anonymous informa- 
tion may also be submit- 
ted by calling Peel Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222- 
TIPS (8477). 
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Fifth man in custody in 
Mississauga homicide case 


by Alex Gregory 


A Caledon man has been 
arrested in relation to a 


Mississauga _ homicide 
which occurred earlier this 
year. 


On Mar. 19, investigators 
from the city’s Homicide 
and Missing Persons Bu- 
reau responded to reports 
of a man being beaten by 
two assailants wieldin’ 
sticks in the Sandalwoo 
Parkway E. and Cedarcliff 
Trail area. 

The victim, 21 year-old 
Paviter Singh Bassi, was 
rushed to a Toronto 


trauma centre, but suc- 
cumbed to his wounds 
shortly afterwards. 

Last week, police ar- 
rested and charged 23 
year-old Harman Singh, of 
Caledon, and charged him 


with first degree murder. 

Singh is the fifth person 
to be charged in the case, 
as investigators previously 
arrested four men - 24 
year-old Harminder Bassi, 
23 year-old Guryodh Singh 

attra, 22 year-old 
Karanvir Singh Bassi and 
20 year-old Gurraj Bassi - 
and had first-degree mur- 
ders charged see them. 

Harman Singh appeared 
in Brampton court last 
Thursday for a bail hear- 
ing. 

The region has had 13 
homicide cases so far in 
2018, with the most recent 
happening last month 
when 21 year-old Brandon 
Hall was shot to death in a 
Brampton home. 


Jones promoted to Sport 
and Culture Minister 


Dufferin-Caledon MPP 
Sylvia Jones was sworn in 
as the province’s Minister of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport 
last week during a_cere- 
mony at Queen’s Park, fol- 
lowing the swearing-in of 
Premier Doug Ford. 

Jones, who has served as 
MPP for the area since 
2007, said that she was 
looking forward to the new 
position and noted that she 
will continue to serve the 
needs of the community. 

“My priority has always 
been to be a vocal represen- 
tative for the people of Duf- 
ferin-Caledon,” she said ina 


statement last week. 

Jones, a long-time resi- 
dent of Orangeville, previ- 
ously served as the Deputy 
House Leader and the Critic 
for Infrastructure. 

She also served as John 

Tory’s executive assistant 
when he led the Ontario PC 
Party. 
Jones said that she plans 
to work for the people and 
echoed Ford’s commitment 
to the province that “help is 
on the way”. 

“Our government, our 
team... will never take this 
responsibility lightly,” said 
Jones. 
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Brampton pushes sustainability with new guidelines 


by Alex Gregory 


An eye for affordable sus- 
tainability and proper plan- 
ning are at the heart of a 
new set of development 
guidelines introduced last 
week at Brampton council. 

At last Wednesday’s meet- 
ing, city staff approved rec- 
ommendations to push 
developers to follow plan- 
ning guidelines, via all site 
plans meeting a minimum 
sustainability score based 
on established guidelines. 

The recommendation fol- 
lows Council’s prior ap- 
proval of the Brampton 
2040 Vision master plan 
last month, which will see a 
wide-ranging set of guide- 
lines, projects and commu- 
nity initiatives that will steer 
the city’s growth for the next 
two decades and beyond. 

“The City is paving the 
way for more sustainable 


development,” Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey said during the 
meeting. 

“We are confident the de- 
velopment community will 
fully embrace this opportu- 
nity to help our local envi- 
ronment, and we _ look 
forward to seeing Brampton 
continue to develop in a 
more environmentally re- 
sponsible manner.” 

All site, block and draft 
plans must adhere to a 
bronze threshold sustain- 
ability score, as outlined in 
tools used by the city. 

The city’s tools, which in- 
clude the Sustainable Com- 
munity Development 
Guidelines and Sustainabil- 
ity Assessment Tool, list 
qualitative metrics which 
detail how communities and 
buildings are to be formed, 
and evaluate their intended 


impact on the community 
through sustainability met- 
rics. 

The sustainability assess- 
ment tool was previously 
developed by the city, in 
partnership with Vaughan 
and Richmond Hill, to set 
achievable metrics and tar- 
gets for proper land use 
planning and application 
performance. 

As such, developers pro- 
posing projects within 
Brampton will have to ad- 
here to a set of more than 50 
sustainability metrics. In 
order to achieve their sus- 
tainability threshold, devel- 
opment plans must achieve 
a minimum of 35 points, 
while draft plans must sur- 
pass a minimum of 29 
points and block plans a 
minimum of 30 points. 


Newly rebranded Paramount Fine Foods Centre takes flight 


The rebranding of a popu- 
lar Mississauga arena was 
completed this week. 

The Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre officially 
adopted its new name as of 
Canada Day, and plans are 
already in t e works to host 
new events and initiatives 
over the coming months. 

In a statement last week, 
Mississauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie said that the city is 
looking forward to the next 
chapter in the building’s 
history 

“(This centre) will con- 
tinue to be an important 
hub for entertainment and 
celebration in our commu- 
nity; bringing together s spec- 
ae and participants,” she 
said 

The rebranding was an- 
nounced earlier this year, 
with Paramount taking over 
from Hershey in time for 


the building’s 20th anniver- 
sary. Paramount will retain 
the naming rights via a ten- 
year agreement. 

“IT am proud to continue to 
row the brand in a city that 
elieves in cultural diver- 

sity, innovation and small 
business development,” 
Paramount owner Mo- 
hammed Faikh said earlier 
this year. 

As part of the signed 
agreement, Paramount will 
be given the naming and 
signage rights to the sports 
complex, which includes the 
sports arena and entertain- 
ment venue, the community 
rinks, the Mississauga 
SportZone and _ outdoor 
sports fields. 

Under the proposed 
terms, all properties cur- 
rently under the Hershey 
branding (Hershey Centre, 
Community Rinks, Sport- 


Zone and Sport Fields) will 
Peat the Paramount brand- 


Ing. 

Paul Mitchum, the city’s 
community services direc- 
tor, said that the staff were 
grateful to Paramount for 
recognizing the venue’s im- 
portance to local residents, 
including its hosting of the 
Mississauga Steelheads and 
Raptors 905 sports teams. 

As part of the aaa 
agreement, Paramount wi 

also provide food services to 
the entire facility, including 
all concessions and events. 

Plans are also underway 
to host a number of new 
events at the centre, includ- 
ing the Royal Canadian 
Family Circus, Camp 905, 
Classics & Rods Review 
Show 2018 and the Duke 
ey Basketball 

Canada Tour. 


~ Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 
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Councillors push for 
safety plan after attacks 


Federal representa- 
tives made it clear last 
week during a deputa- 
tion at Brampton coun- 
cil - the recent spate of 
violent attacks in won’t 
be tolerated. 

Local MPs presented a 
shared delegation to 
Brampton councillors 
last week in response to 
a series of viral videos 
showing violent attacks 
against local citizens. 

A further motion, 
which was presented by 
Mayor Jeffrey, has rec- 
ommended establishing 
a community safety and 
well-being plan to pro- 
tect residents from fu- 
ture attacks. 

“This motion is a col- 
lective call to action,” 
said Jeffrey. “Commu- 
nity safety must start in 


the community, and we 
will work together with 
our regional, provincial 
and federal partners in 
an integrated  ap- 
proach.” 

Brampton MPs Sonia 
Sidhu, Ramesh Sangha 
and Raj Grewel all af- 
firmed their commit- 
ment to partnering with 
the city and advocate at 
the federal level for 
more resources to pre- 
vent local crime. 

City staff will begin 
working on a commu- 
nity safety and well- 
being plan and _ will 
report back to Council 
with recommendations 
in the near future. 

Jeffrey also plans to 
address the attacks with 
local residents via news 
updates in the media. 


New cycling master plan 
on tap in Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 


With a sharp rise in com- 
muters using bikes over 
the last few years, Missis- 
sauga is making plans to 
endorse a new cycling mas- 
ter plan at today’s council 
meeting. 

The 2018 Cycling Master 
Plan was previously en- 
dorsed by the city’s Gen- 
eral Committee last week, 
and aims to improve cy- 
cling safety with a host of 
new initatives and proj- 
ects, including $5.3 million 
in annual funding via 
budget allocations. 

Additionally, staff will 
seek input on the prioriti- 
zation of cycling network 

rojects and development 

rom members of the Mis- 
sissauga Cycling Advisory 
Committee. 

“To achieve our vision of 
increasing the number of 
residents who choose to 
ride a bicycle in Missis- 


sauga, we need to provide 
a safe, connected, conven- 
ient and comfortable net- 
work of oo 
infrastructure that wi 
contribute to safer cycling 
in our city,” said trans- 
portation and works com- 
missioner Geoff Wright. 

The city held a public 
consultation system, with 
input from online and in- 
person meetings through- 
out the city. 

Among many of the ini- 
tiatives suggested in the 
new plan, it calls for the 
implementation of new cy- 
cling infrastructure, which 
will be coordinated with 
road rehabilitation and 
major road construction 
projects. 

A cycling network com- 
prising 897 kilometres of 
infrastructre is intended to 
be built over the next two 
decades. 


Uber and Lyft 


get the 


green light in Brampton 


Ride-sharing companies 
including Uber and Lyft can 
now operate legally in 
Brampton, thanks to a new 
by-law passed at last week’s 
council meeting. 

The city passed a motion 
which created a new vehicle 
licensing category, as part 
of an amendment to the ex- 
isting Mobile Licensing By- 
Law. 

Representatives from the 
taxi industry, local residents 
and private taxi companies 
were all consulted during a 
stakeholder | engagement 
process, which resulted in a 
set of new guidelines to en- 


sure that ride-sharing serv- 
ices follow effective 
guidelines.. 


The new vehicle licence 
category requires that pri- 
vate transportation compa- 
nies (PTCs) collect driver 
and vehicle information and 
vet all vehicles to ensure 
they meet the By-law re- 
quirements. 


Drivers operating a pri- 
vate taxi must also own a 
vehicle that is no older than 
seven years old, have a 
trunk capacity to store a 
wheelchair or ey de- 
vice and have a valid identi- 
fication card that identifies 
them as part of a PTC, 
among other guidelines. 

Under the By-law, PTCs 
will not have minimum or 
maximum rates. They will 
be required to inform cus- 
tomers of rates, including 
any applicable surge pric- 
ing, and provide an esti- 
mated of the total cost of the 
trip is requested by a cus- 
tomer. 

PTCs will also be required 
to list rates on their web- 
page, and provide receipts 
to customers showing a 
breakdown of any charges. 

City staff will deliver a re- 
port to council next year re- 
oo the effectiveness of 
the by-law and ensure com- 
pliance. 


PC Leader Doug Ford was sworn in as Premier, along with his cabinet of 21 Ministers, last week 


during a ceremony held on Friday at Queen’s Park. Dufferin-Caledon MPP Sylvia Jones was an- 
nounced as the new Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport, while former leadership candidate 
Caroline Mulroney was named the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care and deputy Premier. 
Lieutenant-Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell presided over the ceremony, which included remarks 
from Ford in which he said he was “humbled” to attain the premiership 

(Submitted Photos/Province of Ontario) 


Mississauga doctor wins 
Top 40 Under 40 award 


by Alex Gregory 


A Mississauga doctor has 
been accolades by an annual 
award honoring the country’s 
top leaders under the age of 40. 

Credit Valley Hospital med- 
ical director Dr. Vipan Nikore 
was acknowledged last week 
with a 2018 Canada’s Top 40 
Under 40 award, chosen from 
a field of more 800 people 
nominated in four categories. 

Nikore was recognized for 
his work within the Trillium 
Health Partners chain of hos- 
pitals, as well as mentoring and 
humanitarian work in other 
countries. 

Saying it was an “honor” to 
be included on the list, Nikore 
acknowledged the tough com- 
petition and noted that he has 
always wanted to help others. 

“Being a medical doctor and 
having the ability to help peo- 
ple is truly a privilege and one 
I do not take for granted,” he 
said. 

Trillium president and CEO 
Michelle DiEmanuele and 
opthalmology division head 
Dr. Ike Ahmed have been hon- 
ored previously with a Top 40 
Under 40 award. 

Nikore has also been in- 
volved with other initiatives 
throughout the community, in- 
cluding work as the Chief Med- 
ical Director of TD Bank, a 
leadership and emotional intel- 


ligence teacher at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, and physician 
work at the Cleveland Clinic in 
Toronto and Cleveland. 

“We are proud to have Dr. 
Nikore as part of the Trillium 


Health Partners team and as a 
leader in our organization who 
provides mentorship to incom- 
ing physicians,” said Trillium 
chief of staff Dr. Dante Morra 
in a statement. 
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Dealing with 


Bruce 
Marshall 
Weekiy Column 

Youth violence is on the 
radar again this week. 

It's taken a turn from the 
focus on carloads of 
youths getting together for 
30 second confrontation 
between enflamed young 
egos, and has landed 
where shootings are oc- 
curring in random inci- 
dents in the GTA. 

I've taken the time to 
discuss this youth violence 
issue with a few police of- 
ficers. Of course, if you're 
talking one-on-one, you're 
getting personal opinions 
— not institutional ones. 

I was hard-pressed this 
week to find a police offi- 
cer who thought that 
sticks and baseball bats 
was real violence. One said 
something along the lines 
of, “was anyone knifed? 
Did anyone get shot? 
That's real violence.” 

While we have one com- 
munity that’s very up-in- 
arms about violence 
among what might be for- 
eign students — there re- 
ally is this much worse 
issue of shootings. One of 
which occurred in Bramp- 
ton, injuring two, and athe 
ers which occurred in 
Toronto over the weekend. 

Some people are already 
calling this ° ‘The Summer 
of the Gun.” 

Surely, if we can find a 
solution to the student vi- 
olence thing — that would 
be good. Indeed, it would 
seem that the foreign stu- 
dent issue is a lot bigger 
than some confrontations 
— and really has much to 
do with the behaviour of 
these foreign students in 
the neighbourhoods they 
live in. 

(Upkeep of properties 
and racing fast cars on res- 
idential streets were 


among the complaints 
from many.) 

A Facebook friend who 
works in the addiction re- 
covery field posited a very 
interesting theory for the 
real violence we see where 
people get shot: She sup- 
poses underlying this vio- 
lence is the opiate dru 
trade, which would stan 
to reason. 

There's an opiate drug 
crisis hiding in plain sight 


everywhere across North 
America. Brampton has a 
hotbed of opiate drug ad- 
diction in the downtown. 

Thus — if the opiate drug 
crisis is the nexus of this 
violence — the only way 
we're going to change that 
is to change the paradigm 
toward opiates. And that 
would be — to decriminal- 
ize them. 

No, I haven't lost my 


head., but I have seen the 
success countries like Por- 
tugal have had with opi- 
ates and other hard drugs. 

In Portugal, if you're an 
opiate addict — you go to 
the government clinic to 
get prescription grade 
Heroin. You've still got an 
addiction., but you main- 
tain your addiction. You 
live a near-normal life. 

If you ever decide that 
you're going to quit — 


there are plenty of govern- 
ment services available to 
help. Unlike here in the 
Toronto area — where 
there are something like 
12 funded beds for addicts. 
(Otherwise you pay tens of 
thousands for private ad- 
diction recovery — if you 
have the money.) 

In this conversation on 
violence comes _ police 
chief Jennifer Evans with 


July 4, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 10 


her controversial state- 
ment made to Peel council 
last week that the end of 
“carding” was the cause of 
our spike in gun violence. 

Now -— let me say — card- 
ing is racist. I say that 
based on the facts. For 
wherever carding or 
“street checks” are annual- 
ized in studies — those 
studies always have con- 
cluded that People of 
Colour are stopped out of 


all proportion to whites. 
Always. 

The rate just depends on 
the study. 

Carding is clearly racist 
and a not to be al- 
lowed. 

But could it possibly be 
that at the same time — 
carding has been effective 
in keeping a lid on vio- 
lence? At it's worst, card- 
ing is intimidation. 


F - 9878 Dixie’ Road, Srdttibron 


It is for the law enforce- 
ment apparatus to say, 

“we' re keeping an eye on 
you.’ 

Thus — what law en- 
forcement needs to do is 
come up with something 
that has a similar effect to 
carding — but isn't racist 
and likely unconstitu- 
tional. A technique that 
doesn't use intimidation 
would be welcome too. 

There's also the reality 


that violence is a big city 
problem. And Brampton is 
a big city. 

We're the goth largest in 
the country — and we ex- 
pect another half million 
people to be added to the 
700,000 we have now. So 
some level of violence is to 
be expected. 

However, as I posit 
above, if the gun and gang 
violence we're seeing is 


“The Summer of the Gun” 


born of the drug trade, 
then we need to do with 
the rest of drugs what 
we're already doing with 
pot. 

We need to change the 
paradigm — so there is no 
longer a clandestine black 
market. 

It goes without saying 
that this is not a “police 
issue.” The police are deal- 
ing with the symptom of a 
bigger problem. Just as we 
do with mental illness, we 
have abdicated responsi- 
bility on this issue as a so- 
ciety. 

We need to find causes 
of these problems and im- 
plement solutions. Real 
solutions. Not the ineffec- 
tive panacea of “getting 
tough.” 

Let's acknowledge, too — 
we have two different 
kinds of people con- 
fronting these problems: 
We have real leaders in the 
community who are look- 
ing for answers and are 
working with each other. 

Since this is also a mu- 
nicipal election year, we 
also have lots of politicians 
standing on the a pea 
screaming “you're doin 
WRONG,” but who o a 
no solutions. 

Be increasingly aware of 
that distinction — Leaders 
versus politicians. Because 
it's going to be important 
to know who is what be- 
fore we head to the ballot 
box in October. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM 
Radio. He was also a fire- 
fighter. 


He's active in local political 
issues in Brampton and is an 
executive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN July 4 Layout 1 2018-07-04 6:41 AM Page 11 


11 NEWS | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | July 4, 2018 


Ontario wind turbine lawsuits mounting 


by Duane Sharp 


Ever since the first indus- 
trial wind turbines were in- 
stalled in Ontario, around 
2003, citizens began to re- 
alize that these beasts of the 
wind were not all about 
generating ‘free’ energy 
from the force of the wind, 
but also brought with them 
a host of unsuspected and 
unintended consequences. 

A number of problems 
began to arise as wind tur- 
bines became wind farms 
and literally covered the 
land from east to west, 
more often against the will 
of the locals who had to 
contend with construction 
noise and other distur- 
bances, while the turbines 
were being installed. 

Ontario mandated feed- 
in-tariffs in 2009 to reward 
citizens who agreed to allow 
developers to erect wind 
turbines on their property. 

For farmers with large 
rural properties, some of 
whom were tired of farming 
or were close to retirement 
with no one to continue to 
farm, this financial incen- 
tive was very appealing and 
many of them signed lucra- 
tive contracts. 

Other landowners re- 
jected the wind turbines, as 
did their local municipali- 
ties, for a variety of reasons, 
many which had been re- 
ported from other jurisdic- 
tions with a long history of 
wind turbine installations 
and their impact on the 
health of nearby residents. 

These adverse health ef- 


fects included audible 
noise, low frequency noise, 
visual impact and/or 


shadow flicker, as well as 
sleep disturbance, ear pres- 
sure, dizziness, polluted 
water and visual blurring, 
among others. 

However, provincial legis- 
lation over-ruled these con- 
cerns and in the next seven 
to eight years over 7000 
wind turbines were in- 
stalled, many against objec- 
tions by local municipalities 
and residents, which 
marked the beginning of 
multiple legal actions 
against provincial Min- 
istries, notably Ministry of 
the Environment and Cli- 
mate Change (MOECC), a 
number of which are still 
working their way through 
the courts. 

In 2012, Toronto lawyer 
Eric Gillespie launched his 
tenth lawsuit against the 
East Lake St. Clair 55-wind 
turbine project near Wal- 


laceburg, in south-eastern 
Ontario. 

The suit was based on al- 
leged devaluation of prop- 
erty, and sought damages 
totalling $9 million from 
seven landowners who have 
leased out their property for 
turbines. 

Gillespie noted that some 
studies have shown that 
property near wind power 
developments declines in 
value by up to 40 per cent. 


This claim has not been 
proven and was challenged 
by the defendants, citing 
other studies which denied 
the property devaluation. 

Also in south-eastern On- 
tario, Chatham-Kent resi- 
dents filed a lawsuit in 
September 2017, citing 
water well interference fol- 
lowing the start of construc- 
tion on a 34-turbine wind 
power project near their 
farms. 

Pollution problems were 
faced by dozens of families 
in neighbouring Dover 
Township, where wells 
began showing high levels 
of black silt as soon as pile 
driving started for various 
wind turbine projects built 
there over the last eight 
years. Both counties sit atop 
the Kettle Point black shale 
bedrock formation. 

The project developer, 
North Kent Wind One 
(owned by Samsung Energy 
and Pattern Energy), 


started pile driving for the 
first turbine foundation in 
June 2017. The vibrations 
caused by the pile driving 
could be felt hundreds of 
meters away. 

Before construction 
began, experts predicted 
that local wells could suffer 
siltation problems from the 
vibrations, which is exactly 
what happened. Some of 
the 13 wells affected to date 
have become so silted up 


that water no longer flows 
through the household 
plumbing. 

In 2016, despite objec- 
tions, the province ap- 
proved five proposed wind 
turbine parks scattered 
around rural Ontario - 
some within an hour's drive 
from Ottawa. 

At the same time, the On- 
tario government also in- 
troduced new and more 
accurate standards for how 
companies model the noise 
impact of turbines before 
they're built, an acknowl- 
edgement that previous 
noise complaints were 
valid. 

A lawsuit filed in 2017 in 
Ontario Divisional Court al- 
leges that the provincial 
government was allowing 
the companies behind these 
projects to defy noise limits, 
and that they were using old 
modelling standards. 

The suit stated that "it ap- 
pears that the majority of 


proposed turbine sites are 
out of compliance with the 
[new] requirements." 

The five proposed proj- 
ects include two in eastern 
Ontario: Eastern Fields 
Wind Power Project, in the 
Municipality of The Nation, 
and the Nation Rise Wind 
Farm, in the Township of 
North Stormont. 

More recently, the presi- 
dent of Wind Concerns On- 
tario (WCO), a 


volunteer-led coalition of 
30 community groups in- 
volving many Ontario fam- 
ilies, has filed a "private 
prosecution" against then- 
Minister Chris Ballard, 
Minister of the Environ- 
ment and Climate Change 
(MOECC), for violating On- 
tario’s Environmental Pro- 
tection Act (EPA). Ballard 
was defeated in the recent 
election. 

Private prosecutions are 
important tools in empow- 
ering private citizens to 
hold those persons in power 
to account. 

The EPA prohibits anyone 
from permitting the “dis- 
charge of a contaminant 
into the natural environ- 
ment, if the discharge 
causes or may cause an ad- 
verse effect.” 

Adverse effects listed in 
the EPA include “an ad- 
verse effect on the health of 
any person, harm or mate- 
rial discomfort to any per- 


son and loss of enjoyment 
of normal use of property.” 
Wind Concern Ontario 
(WCO) recently received 
MOECC documents under a 
Freedom of Information re- 
quest that showed thou- 
sands of unresolved reports 
of noise, many with staff 
notes about sleep distur- 
bance and health impacts. 
Between 2006 and 2016, 
there were more than 4,500 
recorded reports, 35 per- 


cent of which contained 
staff notes about adverse 
health effects; between 
2015-2016, the MOECC re- 
sponse rate to the reports of 
excessive noise was less 
than 7 percent. 

“Citizens report going 
without sleep for days, 
weeks, even months,” said 
Wilson. “Sleep disturbance 
is linked to other health 
problems such as_ high 
blood pressure and dia- 
betes. 

Mr. Ballard, as steward of 
environmental protection 
in Ontario, was responsible 
for allowing this environ- 
mental noise pollution to 
continue.” 

On Apr. 30, Mr. Ballard 
was served with a summons 
to appear before the court 
on May 17. 

So where have these years 
of installing wind turbines 
left Ontario, in addition to 
the numerous lawsuits? 

The investment in wind 


turbines has not resulted in 
significant additional gen- 
eration of electrical energy. 

From 2010 to 2015, ac- 
cording to the Independent 
Electricity Systems Opera- 
tor (IESO), our province 
has failed to deliver any 
more electrical energy from 
wind farms than eight per- 
cent, on average, of the total 
electrical energy delivered 
by all sources. 

In 2015, it was just six 
percent. 

Unlike other countries, 
which also have various 

roblems with wind tur- 
Bice Sweden, Denmark 
and Germany have been 
able to generate significant 
electrical energy from wind 
turbines, at high cost. 

Ontario is not blessed 
with wind-strewn areas like 
these countries, with 
steady, consistent winds, 
except in a few locations, 
and an installed power gen- 
eration system (nuclear, 
hydro, etc.) which can ben- 
efit by adding over 7,000 
wind turbines, blades often 
still, and requiring frequent 
back-up by gas generation. 

From Toronto to London 
or Windsor, and east to 
Kingston, as well as up the 
coast-line of Lake Huron, 
where the wind often does- 
n't blow at sufficient speeds 
to generate one microwatt 
of electrical energy, the full 
scope of this energy fiasco is 
revealed. 

There is a connection in 
Ontario's wind turbine folly 
to the current Liberal gov- 
ernment's hell-bent carbon 
tax policy, which will fall 
well short of meeting GHG 
emission reductions, and 
are currently being chal- 
lenged by at least three 
provincial governments, 
with more to come. 

One of the advisors to for- 
mer premier Dalton 
McGuinty was Gerald Butts, 
who, along with other envi- 
ronmental activists was a 
key proponent of Ontario's 
disastrous renewable en- 
ergy program. 

This individual — has 
moved on to bigger and bet- 
ter environmental chal- 
lenges, as Principal 
Secretary to the PM, where 
his advice will soon impact 
all Canadians, as the Fed- 
eral Government rushes to 
implement a complex, un- 
proven carbon pricing pol- 
icy, imposing it on all 
Canadians. 
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Brampton soccer space gets outdoor renovation. 


by Alex Gregory 


A Brampton sports facility 
is set to get a makeover just in 
time for the summer season. 

City staff announced late 
last week that the Brampton 
Soccer Centre, located on 
Sandalwood Parkway, is due 
to receive a transformation 
into a multi-sport 
indoor/outdoor facility, with 
a meeting being held next 
week to inform residents of 
the changes. 

Plans include the extension 
of the outdoor fields with the 
addition of two new turf 
fields, along with anew dome 
being built. The renovations 


will also include conversion 
of one of the site’s field- 
house’s into a semi-perma- 
nent gymnasium. 

The move is intended to ex- 
panded the number of sports 
that can be played at the site, 
with the installation of a new 
floor surface. 

The upgrades were sug- 
gested by local residents dur- 
ing consultations about the 
Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan, said Mayor Linda Jef- 
frey, and are intended to en- 
hance the diversity of sport 
facilities throughout the city. 

“The renovations will pro- 


Rivalries heat up at Worl 


by Aldo Ferrone 


Just after the half way point 
of the 2018 World Cup of 
Soccer in Russia, things are 
starting to get very interest- 
ing. 

As with any major champi- 
onship, this one arguably the 
biggest of them all, there are 
always going to be surprises. 
Without a doubt, the biggest 
of the tournament so far has 
to be the ousting of the 
favoured and _ defending 
champions from Germany in 
the Group Stage, the first 
time that has happened in the 
tournament's history for this 
perennial soccer powerhouse. 

The Germans got off to a 
most inauspicious start with 
a 1-0 defeat to a mediocre 
team from Mexico. 

Despite completely domi- 
nating Sweden for most of 
regulation time, they again 
fell behind 1-0 and were liter- 
ally seconds from elimination 
when they scored in the 95th 
minute to stay alive, at least 
temporarily. 

Most experts thought this 
was the wakeup caill they 
needed and that the best was 
yet to come from the Ger- 
mans. 

Unfortunately, that is not 
the way it turned out as, de- 
spite dominating the game 
similar to what transpired 
against Sweden, South Korea 
scored 2 goals in extra time to 
firmly put the nail in their 
World Cup coffin with one of 
the biggest upsets in the tour- 
nament's 88-year history. 


The recent curse of defend- 
ing het nied being elimi- 
nated in the group stage the 
ensuing tournament contin- 
ued, faliowine France's exit in 
2002, Italy in 2010, Spain in 
2014 and now Germany. 

Soccer experts and German 
fans alike are trying to figure 
out where things went so ter- 
ribly wrong with one of the 
most consistent countries in 
World Cup history. 

Manager Joachim Low 
shockingly left regulars 
Mesut Ozil and Sami Khedira 
out of the lineup against Swe- 
den, and reinserting them 
back into line up against 
South Korea, however, he cu- 
riously left long time national 
team fixture Thomas Muller 
out of the lineup against 
South Korea. 

Despite calls for Joachim 
Low's head, the German Soc- 
cer Federation said he will 
stay on through 2022. 

The other big story of the 
week was a possible clash be- 
tween two of the greatest 
players ever in the quarter fi- 
nals. While Uruguay would 
be pitted against the defend- 
ing European Champions 
from Portugal, Argentina 
played France in another in- 
triguing matchup. 

Many fans were hoping for 
another clash between Lionel 
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, 
and the first at a World Cup, 
however, that unfortunately 
will not happen. With Messi 
turning 35 and Rinaldo 37 in 


2022, there is a good chance 
this may be the World Cup 
swan song for both giants of 
the game. 

Other notable results in the 
Round of 16 included host 
Russia stunning one of the 
pre-tournament favourites, 
and 2010 champions from 
Spain, 2-1 on penalty kicks. 

The new favourite, and 
five-time champions from 
Brazil, got by Mexico 2-0. 

Unfortunately, the story of 
the game was not Brazilian 
star Neymar’s play, but a 
common theme that contin- 
ues to plague a sport known 
as the “beautiful game”. 

Mid way through the sec- 
ond half of yesterday’s game, 
Mexican substitute Miguel 
Layun inadvertently stepped 
on Neymar’s ankle. Although 
it may have been a foul, what 
ensued was more emblematic 
of a sniper in the crowd firing 
and hitting him in the ankle. 

Of all the comments I read 
online, the most accurate 
synopsis came from Martin 
Rogers of USA Today who 
said “For all his talent, Ney- 
mar is an embarrassment to 
soccer”. 

As someone who has 
played and followed the game 
of soccer closely since the age 
of 7, and watched with great 
interest every World Cup 
since 1978, I have to say this 
was one of the worst displays 
of sportsmanship I have yet 
to witness. It’s bad enough 
that Neymar constantly does 


this in his club matches with 
PSG in France, however, yes- 
terday’s theatrics would have 
been performed in front of 
hundreds of millions of peo- 
ple, including many impres- 
sionable children who may be 
looking to lace up the cleats 
themselves one day. 

If FIFA wants to really 
clean up the most popular 
sport on the planet, it needs 
to minimize, and eventually 
eliminate, the kind of non- 
sense we saw yesterday from 
Neymar. 

Although I don’t ever see it 
happening, the only way to 
eliminate the kind of the- 
atrics we unfortunately saw 
in Russia yesterday is to hand 
out red cards for unsports- 
manlike conduct. 

If FIFA was able to tem- 
porarily stamp out corrup- 


vide more sport options at 
this location to better serve 
the community and support 
an active, healthy lifestyle,” 
she said. 

The facility will be renamed 
as the “Brampton Sports 
Centre” once the renovations 
are complete. 

The new dome will also 
cover the field from Nov. - 
Apr. each year. 

Residents can attend an in- 
formation at the site (1495 
Sandalwood Pkwy. E.) next 
Monday (July 9) from 6 - 8 
p.m. 


Russia 


tion, as it did a couple of 
years ago in finally getting rid 
of President Sepp B Blatter and 
others, surely this would be a 
far easier fix than addressin 
the scandals that had plague 
the game for decades. 

In a classic Round of 16 
match, Belgium amassed a 
furious rally in the last 25 
minutes to break Japanese 
hearts with stunning come 
from behind 3-2 victory. The 

ame was literally seconds 
rom going into extra time 
when substitute Nacer Chadli 
completed the comeback. 

The Belgians entered the 
tournament as dark horses, 
loaded as always with consid- 
erable talent, however, ques- 
tions continued to abound 
concerning their mental 
toughness that sealed their 
fate in past World Cups. 


With only two matches re- 
maining today before the 
quarter final pairings are set, 
not surprisingly the Brazil- 
ians have been installed as 5- 
2 favourites to win a record 
6th World Cup and first since 
2002. 

Despite their lackluster 
performances so far, France 
and Belgium are next, fol- 
lowed by England and Croa- 
tia. Odds makers seem to be 
overlooking Uruguay, who 
have looked very strong in 
ousting Portugal in the 
Round of 16 and thumping 
Russia 3-0. 

Whatever transpires be- 
tween now and the final on 
July 14 in Moscow, let’s hope 
the headlines revolve around 
the immense talent that has 
been assembled for this ma- 
jestic sporting event. 
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Mississauga’s John Tavares takes 
historic trade to Leafs 


by Alex Gregory 


John Tavares @ wy 
@91 Tavares 


I’m thrilled to be starting a new chapter of my career and life in 
Toronto with the @MapleLeafs. | feel very fortunate to come join 
a team with a great young core and play where | grew up 
learning and loving the game. | can’t wait to get started! 

1:05 PM - Jul 1, 2018 
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Fulfilling a “childhood 
dream”, the NHL’s most 
sought-after free agent has 
signed a seven-year, $77- 
million (U.S.) deal with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

John Tavares, who hails 
from Mississauga, made the 
announcement on Canada 
Day, alongside a post (at 
right) saying it was a dream 
of his as a child to play for 
Toronto. 

“It was an opportunity I 
didn’t want to turn down,” 
said Tavares, who noted ina 
later posting on Twitter that 
he couldn’t wait to get 
started. 

"I feel very fortunate to 
come join a team with a 
great young core and play 
where I grew up learning 
and loving the game,” he 
said. 

The move was officially 
announced Sunday _ after- 
noon at a press conference 
helmed by Leafs president 
Brendan Shanahan and 
general manager Kyle 
Dubas, the latter of whom 


started his position only six 
weeks ago. 

Tavares noted that the 
trade negotiations, which 
included offers from the 
New York Islanders, Tampa 
Bay Jets, Boston Bruins, 
San Jose Sharks and Dallas 
Stars, were all of interest, 
but noted that his heart was 
in Toronto and he had al- 
ways wanted to play for 
them. 

“The timing couldn’t be 
beat, and certainly being 
from here, with where this 
team’s at... as a kid cheering 
for the Leafs growing up, 
you start to get those feel- 
ings again,” Tavares said. 

Tavares’ signing puts the 
Leafs in a prime position, 
following up on their 2017 
playoff run. He joins power- 
house centres Auston 
Matthews and Nazem Kadri 
on the team, though no de- 
cision on a team captain has 
been made yet, according to 
Dubas. 


J.C SADDINGTON PARK, 
53 Lake St. 

Port Credit, Mississauga 
SUNDAY AUGUST 26TH 
9:30AM -1PM 


Interim Place will be honouring 8 women 
who have lost their lives in the 
Peel Community between 2017 and 2018. 
5 women were murdered in 
Peel in 2018 alone. 
#SoundOffAgainstSilence 
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Follow us on Twitter @interimPlace | #StepstoEndVAW2018 | #SoundOffAgainstSilence 
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In honor of the women and children in the Peel community <3 & 


who have lost their lives to violence and the many Ee 
courageous women and their children who have | iB “ty 
contacted us or walked through our doors. e 5 = oe 
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UMMER 


at Brampton Library! 
Clubs for all ages & interests 


Click here to register 


